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ORMSKIRK AND MAGHULL 

PEBBLE 

PAINTING 

COMPETITION 
MEMBERS of Ormskirk and 
Maghull Lions organised a Pebble 
Painting Competition held recently 
at Aughton Hall at the beginning 
of May. 

 

It was organised by Lion Jenny 
Pearce and it was well attended 
both on line and on the day, and 
met all Covid criteria. 

 

They were blessed with the 
weather being a beautiful sunny 
day, and there were many 
winners in the different categories 
and the Adult Winner was no 
other than their secretary Lion 
Derek Williams who painted “The 
Lion”. 
It was  external judging so no 

skulduggery! 
The Club managed to raise in 

excess of £200. No mean feat 
considering. 
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MACCLESFIELD DISTRICT 

EASTER MONDAY BARBEQUE 
MACCLESFIELD Lion Ches Orme worked in partnership 
with ROAR (Reach Out And Recover), to offer Easter Eggs 
and a Barbecue Lunch to people affected by Addiction 
and Homelessness. 
ROAR runs a nine-bed recovery housing project offering 

a safe, secure, stable 24 hour supported environment for 
people to reside.  
Those who access the service are shown compassion, 

given hope and a place where they can begin to believe 
in themselves.  
ROAR empowers people to take control of their lives 

and helps them to develop practical skills whilst working 
in the Community.   

THE Macclesfield Lions in association with runners Mat-
thew Rigby and Tom Yates were proud to present a 
cheque for £3,055 to local Charity Space4Autism.  
In late March, Matthew and Tom completed an in-

credible 24 mile run from Macclesfield all the way to 
Manchester.  
Working in association with the Lions the sponsorship 

they raised has all been donated to the Space4Autism 
hub which provides support for children and adults 
who are on the autistic spectrum.  
The hub works with the NHS to diagnose and support 

individuals and their families. Manager and founder 
Cheryl Simpson was delighted to receive the funds 
which will help to improve the outside play and social 
area. Along with Matthew and Tom, Lions Tony Norton 
and Deborah Hughes were given a tour of the hub in-
cluding the sensory area, café, clinical rooms and con-

ference area. 
Congratulations to Matthew and Tom on completing 

such a demanding physical challenge. 

MACCLESFIELD TO MANCHESTER  

THE runners pictured 
(left) and the Cheque 
Presentation to  
Space4Autism (above) 
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District Governor Lion Barry Prior 

 THIS is my final Newsletter as 
District Governor and I have 
found it emotionally draining 
writing it, much more so than 
any other one I have written, 
may be because it is the last one 
or may be because of other 
recent sad events.   
Let me start with some 

information I have that I will 
pass on to you about the Blind 
Veteran’s Centre in Llandudno in 
North Wales.   
Over the last decade an 

exceptionally large amount of 
money has been spent by Lions 
on this centre. A few people 
have asked me why nothing had 
been mentioned about it 
recently, so I decided to 
investigate.  
I have been told that several 

Lions from the Llandudno Club 
apparently maintain regular 
contact with the centre, 
although when I rang up the 
centre, the person I spoke to did 
not appear to know who we 
were.  
I did arrange an On-line 

Meeting with the centre 
manager, and I was satisfied by 
him that with respect of the 
Lions funded resources they are 
s t i l l  p re sen t  and  we l l 
maintained.   
I also raised the topic of Blind 

Veterans at the Council of 
Governor’s Meeting, and in an 
open and frank discussion it was 
decided that since they have a 
budget in the millions and pay 
their executives six figure sums, 
that we should not consider 
funding any more Projects with 
them. 
But, as a District or as a Club, 

if you come across any 
individual that would benefit 
from their training, or the use of 
their facilities, you should feel 
free to refer them.  
You could also, purchase or 

support any piece of equipment 
you may wish, but please bear 
in mind what I have said about 
their funding. 
I know a lot of people have 

read the other Newsletters with 
various degrees of interest and 
acceptance. I also know some 
traditionalists think I should 
have just stuck to telling you 

about Zoom Meetings and 
various Club Activities, etc.  
But at the start of my year as 

DG Elect in March, 2020, I made 
certain decisions which I have 
tried my hardest to stick to 
during my time in office.  
At times it has been extremely 

difficult not to go back on those 
decisions, but in the end, I 
guess its up to you to judge 
whether I was right to do these 
things. 
You see, in March, 2020, 

unlike many other people, all my 
instincts told me that the 
pandemic had a high statistical 
probability to continue till the 
end of 2021.  
This was based on my 

knowledge of the Spanish Flu 
Pandemic of 1918-1920. The 
parallels are really striking in 
lots of ways, the only difference 
is our vaccine technology which 
would have been classed as 
science fiction in 1918.  
Admitted the troop ships of the 

First World War have been 
replaced by the cruise liners of 
the twenty first century, but the 
parallels even here are quite 
remarkable.   

 

I have said before that I lost 
my grandmother and great aunt 
on the same day in 1918 of the 
Spanish Flu and this had led me 
to research that pandemic 
extensively well before our 
present pandemic struck. 
Anyway, this made me plan for 

how to deal with this situation 
even though I hoped against 
hope that I would be wrong.   
I decided that Zoom Meetings 

would be the only way for Clubs 
to keep in touch and meet, but 
also that people would rapidly 
get bored by reading only about 
the Meetings I attended. 
Therefore, I decided that I 

would try to tell stories with a 
Lionistic bent, or charitable bent 
or simply to give our Members 
something to read. I will come 
back to this a bit later. 

Another commitment I decided 
on, when the first lock down was 
imposed, was that I had to be 
totally impartial over how, as 
District Governor, I treated all 
our Members.  

 

This in particular, applied to 
Commemoration Services, 
Funerals and Celebrations of 
Lions Members lives. I knew that 
if I attended one such event, I 
would have to attend them all.  

 

Those Members who have 
known me for many years, know 
that over the past few years, I 
have travelled hundreds of miles 
to attend the funerals of 
Members that I have never even 
met.   

 

But this year I decided that I 
would not attend any funerals 
during my year in office, some 
people may think this was 
wrong, but because my address 
area was in lock-down from the 
start, I was simply not allowed 
to attend some funerals and so I 
decided I would not attend any. 
This has been one of the 

hardest things I have had to do, 
I positively hated not attending 
certain funerals. I think you 
know the ones I mean. The 
problem with being a DG is that 
you must be seen to be equally 
fair to all, and its not about what 
you want to do, but what is right 
for you to do. 
I also decided that I would not 

pressure any Member into doing 
things they were uncomfortable 
doing, I felt that people had 
enough problems without me 
pushing them into trying to raise 
funds and do Service Activities 
against the advice they were 
receiving from the Government, 
which was often telling them to 
s t ay  sa fe  and  p ro tec t 
themselves.  
Of course, I was really pleased 

when I saw people managing to 
d o  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e i r 
Communities, but I was not 
going to criticise those Lions 
who found themselves in 
situations that made this 
impossible. 
I only hope that DGE Neil will 

not find himself in the position I 
did, and  he  can  go  back  to  a                                                  
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 Continued From Previous Page 
 

more normal way of interacting 
with Members than I have been 
able to follow this year. 
Now last month’s Newsletter 

was written to prepare you for 
what I am going to say now. It 
was the answer to another 
question I have been asked 
many times by Lions and non-
Lions alike.  
It is one that I expect all 

District Governor’s often get 
asked and which any District 
Governor must be prepared to 
answer honestly and from the 
heart. WHY DID YOU BECOME A 
LION? 
Well, my answer is always the 

same; IT IS TO PAY BACK ALL 
THOSE PEOPLE WHO HELPED ME 
WHEN I WAS A CHILD. 
Everyone will have had people 

who helped them as children, 
but not everyone feels that they 
owe them a debt. I wrote last 
month’s story to try to explain to 
you all why my debt is a greater 
one than most peoples. 
Let me explain to you why I 

decided I had to help people.  
One night while I was lying in 
my bed, when I was about 10 
years old, the following 
occurred. It is a strange story, 
that really could have been 
taken from the Old Testament. 

 

You see at the time I had to 
wear leg-irons in bed while I 
slept, these irons could have 
been invented as medieval 
torture devices.  
They had been designed, and 

made, at St. Helens hospital by 
Mr. Jones, he really thought they 
would help my walking as did 
Doctor White-Jones who was my 
then specialist.  
The idea was that they should 

push my toes up, forcing them 
towards my knees. This was 
achieved by having a kind of 
sandal with a metal bar sticking 
out three inches from their front 
end, these bars had attached 
springs the other end of which 
were then attached to a ring of 
padding just below my knees. 
This ring was attached by two 

other metal bars, one either side 
of my leg, to the sandal.  Once I 
was in bed wearing these 
contraptions, I could not move 

at all, the bars caught on the 
blankets and made movement 
impossible. I remember they 
were made of yellowish leather; 
I suppose to distinguish them 
from the back leg-irons I had to 
wear during the day. 
Anyway, this night I was lying 

there my face rammed up 
against the wall, my bed was 
against the wall, unable to move 
because of the irons. This is 
when a thought came into my 
mind.   
I thought what I would agree 

to do if only I did not have to 
wear those awful things 
anymore. In an instant came the 
idea that I would help people in 
any way I could. But then 
something strange happened, a 
voice said to me: “And what else 
would you like in return for 
helping people”.   
Half remembering the Bible 

story of Solomon, I said: “I want 
to understand the world and 
myself”. To be honest I also 
remembered thinking how 
wealthy Solomon became, totally 
selfish I know. 
I think this was probably a 

dream and I never gave it 
another thought until a few 
weeks later, when I went to my 
s i x - m o n t h l y  h o s p i t a l 
appointment. There I found I 
had a new consultant, a Doctor 
Strark. (I think that is how it 
was spelt.)  
He took off the leg irons, that I 

was wearing, and threw them in 
the waste bin that was in the 
corner of the room and said 
some words which I should have 
not heard.  
When my mother asked about 

the ones, I wore at night, he 
became even more animated 
and as a result I never wore 
them again. After years of 
torture, I was free. I have 
always remembered the deal I 
made that night and have 
always tried to stick to it. 
The other part  about 

understanding the world and 
myself, has led me into topics 
and places that you cannot 
imagine, places very often not 
chosen by me, but by 
circumstances. 
I have often thought of all the 

wonderful people who I owe so 
much too, even Mr. Jones, 
because he did try to help, even 
though sometimes in an 
extremely misguided way.  
He used to put metal toe caps 

on my shoes, so that I did not 
destroy my shoes by kicking the 
toes off them. The only thing 
was that when I walked 
sometimes, I would catch my 
toe on a stone and these caps 
had no give in them, and I would 
be propelled head-over-heels 
headfirst into the ground, what 
fun. 
Miss Parks, who saved my life 

when I was choking, when I was 
aged about five. She did this by 
removing a boiled sweet from 
my throat, this had been given 
to me by a young nurse who did 
not realise the difficulty I had in 
swallowing.  
M i s s  P a r k s  w a s  m y 

physiotherapist for my early 
years, and her hard work helped 
me so much by keeping my 
muscles loose before I became 
able to control them myself. 

 

There was Miss Cunliffe a 
young teacher who fought so 
hard to get me into an ordinary 
school and then spent her lunch 
hours, once she had done so, 
giving me one-to-one lessons in 
ancient history and maths, this 
was because I could not walk 
and go out to play with the other 
kids.   
Mr. Saunders and Miss 

Dinsdale the head and head 
mistress of my primary and 
infants’ schools who took it on 
themselves to give me a place, 
after being given a battering at a 
School Governor’s Meeting by 
the above Miss Cunliffe.  
She fought with them for the 

governors’ to allow me to attend 
their school. I have to say I 
believe the governors’ probably 
granted permission for me to 
attend without the education 
authority being aware of it.    

Continued On Next Page 
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Many years later I spoke to the 
then head of that same school 
who told me he would not have 
been allowed, by his education 
authority, to take me as a pupil 
and he believed the same would 
have been true all those years 
earlier.  
Also, I must not forget all the 

other teachers who coped with 
me then: Mrs. Kay, Mrs. Brown, 
Mrs. Green, Mr. Bamford senior 
and Mr. Bamford junior. If ever 
a block buster movie could be 
made it should be made about 
these amazing people and their 
amazing story.  
We all became Lions for our 

own reasons and that is why I 
be l i eve  that  the  L i ons 
Association is so important to us 
as Members, as well as being 
important to the wider world. 
We are a bit like the Foreign 
L e g i o n  o f  C h a r i t a b l e 
Associations.  
We should not ask people 

where they come from or how 
successful they are or how much 
money they have. We should 
just ask, do you wish to serve 
your Local Community, are you 
of good character and do you 
agree with our ethics and 
purposes.  
If they say yes to all these 

questions, we should do our best 
to get them to become a Lion. 

 

I know when I joined it was for 
the reasons that I have just 
explained. But I know others 
joined for the social aspects, to 
make new friends while escaping 
the daily grind to a different 
world, as well as trying to help 
people in need. 
Thinking of the future what we 

must not do, is to exclude 
people, we must try to find ways 
to make ourselves inclusive. As I 
said before, it is true that there 
are other Associations out there 
that compete for members with 
us, but they nearly all make 
assumptions about the groups 
their memberships come from.   
We must open ourselves up to 

as many different groups as 
possible and must make sure 
that our social activities cover as 
many of possibilities as we can. 
In my opinion our Social 

Activities have shrunk during my 
time in Lions and that is not a 
good thing. The more different 
social activities we can be 
involved in the more impact we 
will have and the more 
prominent our profiles will 
become.  
We must try to open our social 

activities up to the wider public 
and not keep them exclusive to 
just Lions Members. Ask yourself 
when you are organising an 
event for Lions, would non-Lions 
be interested. My mind goes to 
the many events over the years 
which my own Club Members 
have been involved in and I 
often think why we are not 
doing them now.  
The usual reason given is we 

were younger then, which is of 
course true, but there are plenty 
of non-Members who are not 
older that still may be interested 
in attending those kinds of 
events. 
We will in the next 12 months 

be entering a period when 
people will be crying out to go to 
events of types that they have 
not been able to attend recently 
because of the pandemic.  
I feel sure that with a little 

future planning Lions Clubs 
could take advantage of this. 
Could you put on an outside 
event? Do you have a local 
group that is good enough to 
perform to an outside audience 
and if you have, think about 
putting on a show?  
A group could be based around 

Amateur Dramatics, Folk 
Singing, or a Rock Band or 
anything at all. Do not close 
your mind to any idea. 
Remember the Lions here 

would be the instigators and 
backers not the performers or 
the audience unless they wished 
to be.  Age does not come into 
this, draw in younger people, 
not to join Lions, but to use their 
expertise in knowing what 

people want.   
Be prepared to spend funds to 

raise funds. If your Club does 
not have the resources to do 
this, draw in other Clubs from 
your surrounding areas.  
Please do not use Zone 

barriers or any other Lion’s 
boarder to stop co-operation.  
Ask your local schools, theatres, 
cinemas, or any other venues 
whether they would be 
interested in a joint venture with 
Lions to put on an event.  Ask 
your local large parks whether 
they would allow a fun run.   
I have a particular belief that 

School Parent Associations were, 
and still are, a great way to 
produce a branch Lions Club, it 
just needs the right in.  

 

Using the school hall for an 
event of some kind could be that 
right way in. Please do not say 
our children are grown up, I am 
not talking about you and your 
children. I am talking about the 
parents at the school and their 
children.  

 

We just need to involve them 
in an event or a project that 
they will benefit from, if we do it 
often enough, they would 
understand what we are about 
and that is all that is needed. 

 

This year has been hard for 
Everyone and a lot of Members 
have been affected by loss and 
will need our help to keep going. 
We will need to take care of 
them and each other for many 
months to come. Remember 
there is no harm in asking for 
help and there is no harm in 
showing your feelings. 

 

From now on you will have a 
new DG with his own ideas 
about his Newsletter, and 
everything else, so please read 
his letter with the understanding 
and empathy you have shown 
when reading mine. I wish Neil 
and Mary Ann all the success in 
the world and I wish them a 
more normal and predictable 
year than I have had. 

 

Now all of you take care and 
keep safe. That’s all Folks!!!! 
and I’ll sign off with my usual 
wording Yours in Friendship and 
Lionism Your  

 

District Governor Barry 
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 Lions District 105 CN Music Competition 2021  
 

Lion Susan Dodgson 105 CN Music Officer 
 
 
Dear Lion Friends    

 I need your help in finding Young Musicians in Lions District 105 CN. This is an exciting 
opportunity for them to take part in a fantastic Music Competition 
 
Venue    St. James’ Church, Shireshead, Forton  PR3 0AE 
     Easily accessible, two miles south on the A6 from Junction
     33 of the M6  Motorway. The Church has good facilities — 
     Three Practice Rooms downstairs and an Upper Room    
     for Refreshments + WiFi recently installed      
 

Date    July 17, 2021,10.30 am – 4 pm. Entry closing date July 3,                                                                     
   2021 

 

Instruments    Woodwind, Brass, Strings and Keyboard 
 

Age groups   School years 1-6, 7-11 and 12-13 
 

Music     Candidates are required to play two pieces of their choice. The Programme 
   should be Balanced and show contrast and not exceed 7 minutes in total 

 

Publicity      The application forms, rules, poster and publicity will be available shortly from       
the CN Website and also the CN Forum and hopefully Facebook. We need     
the help of Lions to make sure Music Hubs, Music Schools, Independent 
Music Teachers and Musicians know about this Competition because they 
are keen to participate if they know about it. Face to face contact is a good 
way to communicate but this may not be possible and depends on Covid 19 
regulations that are in place. I would be happy to assist Clubs to speak to 
prospective Candidates. PLEASE SHARE THE EVENT DETAILS ON LINE 
AND FACEBOOK IF POSSIBLE WHEN THEY  BECOME AVAILABLE 

 

Entry     Candidates can appil online by following the link or by Mobile telephone   
   “zapping” the Quick Response Codes on the poster and uploading the                                                           
   Information or “snail mail” direct to me 

 

General    There must be a lot of young musicians in our District who I am sure would be 
   interested in entering this fantastic Competition. It is a super opportunity and 
   very worthwhile. Past Candidates have said how much they have enjoyed 
   the Competition 

 

 

I am very happy to help and support Clubs so please contact me for  
more information. Lion Susan Dodgson on 01524 383375 e-mail 
music@lionsclubs105cn.org.uk   
 

N.B. The Competition going ahead is subject to any restrictions that may 
still be in place at the time and of course everyone's safety and wellbeing is 

paramount but we felt we should make a start and prepare 

    
        

                 MUSIC                2021 


