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LION INSTALLED 

MAYOR OF KESWICK 
LION Allan Dunn PMJF is to be congratulated and welcomed as the new 

Mayor of Keswick.  

The picture shows Lion Allan along with his wife and Consort, Heather. 

Lion Alan has been a very active Town Councillor for two years and is 

well known for all his public spirited work within the town and of course 

for Lions Clubs International. 
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WELCOME 
 

I WELCOME you all as your new 

District Governor to our first 

Newsletter for 2021-2022.  
 

It is an absolute honour to be 

addressing you All in my new 

role with our first Newsletter of 

the year. 
 

Each month I will share with 

you an inspirational story about 

being a Lion, a story from our 

own Clubs in the District and a 

related message from our Global 

Family of Lions.  
 

I hope to engage you all in 

what we can all achieve in our 

Clubs, making a difference to 

the Communities and World we 

live in.  

I will also share a second 

article, with monthly stories 

from my travels as the District 

Governor. 

One thing that will be different 

is that I will also record my 

stories on YouTube, allowing you 

to engage with myself as the 

District Governor that can be 

watched online and Social 

Media.  

You want to ask the District 

Governor for a “shout out” for 

your Club? Want to promote 

your Event or successes? 

Contact me and I will record this 

on my monthly DG Videocasts. 

This month’s article will differ 

as I will firstly introduce to you 

the Aims and Objectives of the 

District this coming year.  

By explaining clearly the 

direction we all need to strive as 

Lions, by working together, we 

can achieve more.  

My second article this month 

will be my introduction to you to 

explain who your new District 

Governor is. 
 

What are our Objectives as a 

District? To keep it short and 

concise, these will be: 
 

SERVICE — GET out to Clubs 

and bring them back into regular 

Service Activities.  

Following over 18 months with 

lockdown restrictions, Clubs 

need to get back out, Serve and 

be seen Serving.  

To engage wi th more 

Volunteers within our Clubs. As 

a District we need to also 

support our Clubs with new 

fundraising ideas and Service 

Support. 
 

MEMBERSHIP — RETENTION of 

our Members with the aim to 

halve those Lions who choose to 

leave of their own fruition.  

Also, to increase Membership 

throughout the District by one 

Member per Club.  

This can be done by engaging 

with our Volunteers and asking 

them to be part of our Clubs. We 

have lost too many Lions to 

Higher Service this last year, but 

we need to invite new Members 

to fill their shoes so we can all 

carry on their legacies as Lions. 
 

LEADERSHIP — DEVELOP our 

Members to pursue their 

passions, dreams and skills.  

We need more Members to be 

part of their Clubs Projects, 

leading Projects and leading 

Clubs.  

We also need those Clubs to 

share these skills with the 

District enabling more Clubs to 

achieve with the backing and 

experience of others. 
 

COMMUNICATION — THE aim 

from a District perspective is to 

keep every Lion in the District in 

the loop.  

We are a vast District covering 

various counties, countries, and 

an island nation.  

The aim is to bring the District 

closer to all Clubs and promote 

the wealth of diversity and 

innovation of our Clubs.  

The most effective means of 

Communication is as a continual 

conversation.  

As a District we will converse 

with you all and it will be a two-

way conversation.  

Please participate in this 

conversation, give your thoughts 

and share your news. 

We can only achieve all these 

goals together. These are not 

big asks as we all want our 

Clubs to Serve, be seen, engage 

with more Volunteers and 

welcome new Members.  

You're not alone. We have a 

fantastic District Team of 

Officers who are willing to 

support you all, willing to share 

their passions and ideas and 

enable you all to keep our Clubs 

and District strong. 
 

The Motto is “WE SERVE” 

what defines us as Lions. As 

Lions and Clubs, we all serve in 

our vocation as Volunteers.  

As a District Governor I am 

here to serve you and so are all 

the District Team. “WE SERVE” 

is the official theme of incoming 

International President Douglas 

X Alexander.  

To keep our purpose at the 

forefront of everything we do, 

International President Douglas  

has a Presidential message: 
 

“Service From The Heart”  
 

As Lions we serve from the 

heart while embracing the joy 

that comes with it. 

We need to let our passion for 

Service to shine through and we 

can accomplish anything. 

My message as DG this year is 

“We Share” the good we can 

do as Lions. Share your heart, 

passion and service with others.  

By sharing your support and 

passion for the good causes you 

oversee, your Clubs can achieve 

more and make these causes 

core to your own Clubs 

Objectives and Achievements. 

If we put the two messages 

together from myself and IP 

Douglas we get “We Share 

Service From The Heart”. 

I wish you good luck with all 

your Activities and plans this 

year. I look forward to meeting 

many of you this year as we get 

the chance to meet face to face. 

But if you feel you and your 

Club need to share your 

thoughts, ask for support or 

p roud l y  announce  you r 

achievements.  

Tell the District, your Zone and 

Reg ion  Cha i rs ,  Serv i ce , 

Leadership and Membership 

Teams and don’t forget, ask our 

Communications Team to share 

this information to help you all 

as Clubs. 
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YOUR NEW DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
 

 

WHO AM I? 
 

 

I AM Neil Peter Martin, born in 

Blackburn and I learnt to 

overcome many challenges and 

obstacles, in my way. Born with 

“Glue Ear” which left me with 

virtually no way to hear clearly 

until I had an operation at three 

years of age.  
 

This meant I had to learn at 

three to effectively speak and 

communicate when my peers 

had already learnt this from a 

very early age.  
 

I learnt early on that to 

achieve I had to put in 110% of 

effort to make sure I could 

achieve and make a difference 

to my own life. 

 

 

WHAT DRIVES ME  

AS A PERSON? 
 

MY early life taught me to 

always try harder. 110% is still 

what I still give today, turning 

my efforts to strive for 

knowledge and use this to help 

others.  
 

I  h a v e  p a s s i o n  a n d 

determination to help others 

succeed and make a difference, 

and I am not a natural born 

leader; I just wish to lead by 

example. 

 

 

WHEN DID I  

BECOME A LION? 
 

I AM proud to be a Charter 

Member of my home club 

“Whalley and District” back in 

early 2015.  
 

I had volunteered my time to 

help a group of Prospective 

Branch Club Members for a few 

months, engaging them in a 

fund-raising opportunity at an  

 

Annual Christmas event chaired 

by myself.  
 

 

 

 

By the January we badged up 

our first Lions including myself,  

and by St. George’s Day that 

same year, we Chartered the 

Club with 22 Members. 

 

 

WHERE IS WHALLEY? 
 

WHALLEY is a large village 

based in the Ribble Valley of 

Lancashire.  
 

 

 

 

 

It is a fantastic Community 

who have values that typify 

many rural based Communities.  
 
 

It is also a historical location, 

with is own Cistercian Abbey. It 

was a very important cultural 

area in the 1300’s visited by 

many Pilgrims to be watered by 

the Monks with fine medieval 

wine and beer.  
 

 

 

Nothing has really changed 

since and now you will find a 

fine selection of watering holes, 

wine bars and restaurants 

scattered along the village high 

street.  
 
 

I moved to the village (four 

miles from my childhood home) 

in 2002. 

 

 

WHY DID I CHOOSE 
 

TO BECOME A DISTRICT 
 

GOVERNOR? 
 
 

I HAD no in initial plan to take 

this role, especially in my 40’s,  

but I was inspired by my Club 

Members around me, especially 

when we stood up to serve the 

Community through the 2015 

Boxing Day Floods.  
 

 
 

I discovered with a good team 

around us, we could achieve the 

impossible.  
 

 

The values of being a Lion 

ignited my passion and I lead 

our team for two years as 

President.  

Then I became curious about 

learning more about our 

International Organisation and 

attended a Cabinet Meeting as a 

guest.  
 

Since then, I have attended 

the Second Young Lion 

Symposium that made me 

realise, I one day (when I 

retire), I could lead our District 

and inspire others to follow.  
 

The opportunity came a lot 

sooner than expected and after 

three years in Cabinet I will be 

serving my fourth year as your 

District Governor. 

 

 

HOW DO I FIND THE  

 

RESPONSIBILITY OF  
 

TAKING THE ROLE AS  
 

YOUR DISTRICT  
 

GOVERNOR? 
 

WELL, the task is daunting but 

as a graduate of the Lions 

Symposium, the Advanced Lions 

Leadership Institute and 

extensive DG training, I feel 

tooled and equipped to serve 

you all the best I can.  
 

It won’t be easy holding down 

a full-time job in my Family 

Business, but with my fantastic 

Team around me, good time 

management skills and an 

understanding Family I am 

confident I can give it my all 

and meet the objectives our 

team have set as a District. 
 

I encourage anyone interested 

in learning more about what it 

takes to be a District Governor, 

to talk to myself or many of our 

Past District Governors, who will 

be happy to talk to you and 

answer your questions, discuss 

your opportunities in learning 

more through a fantastic 

training programme, free to us 

all to achieve. 
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   2021 MUSIC                                                 

POSTPONED UNTIL 

FEBRUARY/MARCH, 2022  
 

My Fellow Lions, despite our best hopes for the LIONS MUSIC COMPETITION due to 
take place on Saturday, July 17, 2021, has been postponed until the end of 

February or early March 
 

With all the uncertainties and current regulations we were left with a situation that  
was prohibitive to the Competition going ahead as planned 

   

Please look out for a new date which will be available shortly 
  

Many thanks for your continued support of this fantastic competition 
 

Yours in Lionism 
Lion Susan Dodgson  
District Music Competition Officer 

SAVE THE DATE! 
BOLLINGTON Bikefest is to be held on September 12,  2021  

– SAVE THE DATE! 

Wheels are in motion for the 10th Annual Bollington Bikefest. This 

event will take place on Sunday, September 12, starting and finishing 

at The Adelphi Mill, Grimshaw Lane, Bollington SK10 5JB.  

Riders can choose from one of three routes; a Twenty is Plenty 

(12 miles) beginners ride, the Bolly Bash 46 mile course taking in Rudyard Lake and the stamina 

sapping Grimshaw Grueller which has 7,000 feet of climbing over 72 miles.  

The organisers, Macclesfield and District Lions Club, Bollington Town Council and Girl Guiding 

Cheshire Border are hoping to raise a substantial amount of money for the East Cheshire Hospice 

and other local causes. Please support this exciting event which embraces fun and challenge for 

riders at all levels. There is a food station at the start and around the longer courses. Burgers and 

beverages will be available at the end of the ride. 

To register for the Bollington Bikefest please follow this link to the British Cycling page: 
 

https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/events/details/226137/Bollington-Bikefest-2021 
 

Riders registering for the event before July 31st get a 

25 per cent discount and there is a Special Family rate for 

the Twenty is Plenty Ride. 

During the pandemic it was great to see so many new 

cyclists out and about and we hope that they will join the 

regulars to make the re-launch of this very special event, a 

memorable Community occasion that will also raise vital 

funds for our much-valued local Charities who have 

struggled to raise income during this last difficult year 

We look forward to seeing you on the September 12. 

MACCLESFIELD 
and DISTRICT 


