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OPEN GARDENS EVENT 
RECENTLY, Barton-under-Needwood Lions 
“took over” Lion Penny Smith’s beautiful, large 
garden, and took part in the local Yoxall Open 
Gardens Event. 

The Barton team worked hard, taking ticket 
money for the gardens, making tea, coffee, 
and cordial, and serving it up with a plentiful 
selection of mostly homemade cakes, to a 
grateful public, who had visited the other 
gardens at the event. 

Over the two days, Lion Penny’s garden and 
seven others in the village raised over £2,800, 
of which half will go to Barton Lions for helping 
worthy local causes.  

Branch President Lion Steve Shields said 
that most of the branch, along with Members 
of mother club Lichfield and Lions from 
Stafford Club, had turned out and made the 
weekend memorable and enjoyable and just 
like pre-Covid events, where we could talk to 
the public, tell them about Lions, and help 
them spend lots of money. 
 

PICTURED 
from the top: 
(1) Shows the 
Lions Gazebo, 
strategically 
placed for 
shade on 

Penny’s Patio; 
(2) Shows the 

size of the 
garden, with its 

mature 
planting; 
(3) Shows 

members of the 
public “topping 

up” on soft 
toys; 

(4) Shows a 
couple 

enjoying some 
of the teas, 

coffees, and 
homemade 

cakes;  
(5) Shows 

“Barty” the 
Lion selling 

tombola tickets 
for the soft toys  
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TAKING the opportunity to Socialise in COVID compliant surroundings for the 
Branches first face-to-face Meeting for nearly a year and a half, the Branch met 
at a local pub for their first Meeting, Handover and Social. 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity of a great social event, and getting back to regular face-
to-face Meetings. 

BARTON LIONS HANDOVER AND SOCIAL 

BRANCH President PDG Lion Steve 
Shields receiving his “Chain of Office”, 
with Jean, Steve’s wife looking on. Jean 

was made “A Friend of Lions’, for 
shuttling Lion Steve to and from Meetings 

and Events 

 
PICTURED: (left to right), Lions Ivan 
Poole, Sue Lawlor, Jean Shields, 

President Steve Shields, and masked, 
Lichfield President Lion John May 

PRESIDENT Lion Steve (top right) telling 
Treasurer Lion David Pomroy (bottom left) off for 

making everyone do a Quiz before eating! 
Others in the picture,  are Lions Pauline and 

Lichfield President John May, Zone Chair Pam 
Trevena, and Helen and Paul Buckler 

 BURY LIONS 
SUPPORT “THE 
BIG FANDANGO” 
THE “Big Fandango” opened its Community Art’s 

Centre on Bolton Street, Bury at the end of July. 

Rebecca Jackson, who runs the centre, wanted 

to create a space for everyone in the area to be 

able access Arts and Crafts Activities to help 

support Mental Wellbeing and combat Loneliness 

and Isolation. 

Rebecca lost her daughter to suicide seven 

years ago and finding there was no support 

available for Families left behind, used crafting to help her with her grief.  

Last year she was commissioned by Greater Manchester Health and Social Care Partnership to 

produce a quilt with Families across Greater Manchester in memory of those they had lost to suicide. 

The group was so successful in providing support she wanted to extend the idea to Everyone who 

might feel anxious or alone. 

Rebecca said: “The Fandango” is a dance during which the man passes a bowl of flames to the 

woman. This is the idea of “The Big Fandango”, to ignite a spark of joy and pass it on. We want to 

teach people different art or craft activities that can help them escape for a while from the daily 

stresses of life and empower them to find something they can be passionate about.  

“We spend so much time in front of screens we can forget how to take pleasure in simple things 

or just getting together and chatting. We hope “The Big Fandango” will become a hub where people 

in Bury can just come along, do something fun and make some new friends, we all need a bit of that 

in our lives”. 

“The Big Fandango” is a not-for-profit CIC and has been funded by Businesses, local Councillors, 

Organisations and Individuals right across the borough and as far afield as the States. 

Bury Lions have been big supporters of the work Rebecca and her amazing team of volunteers  

are doing and Lion Gary Edwards has been a regular visitor at the Bolton Street venue to see how 

things have been progressing. The generous £500 donation has been a huge help in ensuring the 

centre is a welcoming space for everyone and that “The Big Fandango” can get the people of Bury 

finding their creative spark. 

LION President Gareth Edwards and Rebecca Jackson 
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The Things That Inspired The 
District Governor This Last 
Month 
 

THIS last month of Lionism 

has been a productive and 

exciting one in District 105 

CN. At last we are getting out 

and about, holding Meetings 

and arranging our first Events 

for the first time in what 

seems a very long time.  
 

I can confirm that the District 

Governor’s diary is filling up 

quickly with some exciting 

engagements planned. 

September will prove to be a 

busy one for many of us. We have 

an address by our Council Chair 

Lion Richard Williams and new 

International Director Lion 

Terresa Dineen, who have invited 

all Lions in the British Isles to join 

them on Zoom on the September 
4 at 7pm. More details can be 

found in this Newsletter.  
 

Acc r ing ton ,  Bo l t on  and 
Littleborough celebrate their 

Charters this month and Bury has 

a Drum-a-thon, Whalley and 

District has a Whalley Day – 

Village style fete and a separate 

fundraiser for Brain Tumor 
Research. Macclesfield and 

District will also be hosting their 

10th Anniversary “Bollington 

Bikefest”. And don’t forget 

Membe r s h i p  Ma t t e r s  o n  

September 13. Check out the 

Digest and District Calendar for 

more details. 
 

Fun and Passion in Lionism 
THIS is important to remember as 

Lions, no matter what role we 

play in our Clubs, District or 

Internationally we are all 
Volunteers and we need to 

remember no matter how hard 
the job at hand is, it is the 

passion of our volunteering that 

drives us and we can enjoy the 

fun we have when we all work as 

a team.  
 

Passion in others drives passion 

in ourselves. It is infectious and 

encouraging others to make a 
difference through our roles as 

Volunteers. 
 

When things are not fun, Clubs 

or Individuals feel that they are 

struggling or that spark has gone, 

just speak to other Lions not just 
in your Clubs but from other 

areas. If it was not for meeting all 

the wonderful people, we have in 

the District I would have a hard 

time being a positive District 

Governor and have a part in 
making a positive change to our 

Organisation. You all as Lions give 

me the ability to be positive about 

what we can achieve, not just 

now but way into the future. 

So please try and be that 

positive change and bring the fun 

into your Meetings, Socials and 

Events. The biggest gift we can 

give each other is a smile, 

laughter and feeling part of your 

wonderful team. 

 

Humanitarianism in Action 
 THE Humanitarian efforts of Lions 

have been notable and celebrated 
for more than 100 years.  

Working together, Lions identify 

the world’s most crucial needs 

supports them in their efforts to 

provide Humanitarian Aid where 

it’s needed most. 
 

As a planet we are faced with 

challenges that face us as a 

society. This last month we have 

witnessed numerous wildfires in 

various parts of the world, with 

Greece and Turkey being the 

closest to us here in the UK.  

LCIF has stepped in to help 

those Communities most effected. 

It is the efforts of our Lions 

Members raising funds and 

donating to LCIF that enables this 

work to happen.  

This hard work was witnessed in 
August when District Guests 

including myself where invited to 

h a n d o v e r  M e l v i n  J o n e s 
Fellowships to four inspirational 

Bury Lions.  

The dedication of these four 
individuals to service has been 

rightfully recognised and your 

invite to the Fellowship was 
achieved by the donations Bury 

Lions have given to the 

Foundation. Well done to Lions 

Vivien Marcus, Duncan Lees, 
Andrew Clarkson and Katie 

Sorfleet. 

As we start September, we are 
now faced with new humanitarian 

challenges that is happening right 

in our own District. Refugees 

seeking asylum and this last week 

from Afghanistan with close to six 

thousand of these being Afghans 

and their new lives in the UK. No 

matter what the polit ical 

b a c kg round  i s  t o  t h e i r 

displacement, these Families will 

be entering their new lives with 

nothing but their shirts on their 

backs.  
 

The situation is in its early 

stages, but I am sure as Lions we 

can support these Families and 

Individuals when the needs occur. 

Our District team are liaising with 

the right agencies at this early 

stage to gauge what help and 

support might be needed.  
 

We will keep all Clubs updated 

of developments. If your Clubs 

are aware of needs in your 

Community, share these with the 
District so we can support you as 

Clubs-In-Service to these needs. 

  

District Extra Special 
Handover  
LASTLY, I will ask you all to get 

your diaries to hand and pencil in 

October 2 in your diaries.  
 

As we have not had a formal 

face to face Handover of the 

District for two years on the trot, 

we are hosting an event at Stoke-

on-Trent in the Hilton’s Etruria 

Hall Hotel (Old Stoke Moathouse).  
 

This will be an opportunity for 

Past District Governors Lions John 

Chambers and Barry Prior to 

formally thank those who 

supported them during their year 

of Office.  
 

Please support them and our 

new Officers who I will welcome 

to the team for 2021-22. The day 

is split into two parts.  
A free Handover event with 

afternoon tea provided that will 
facilitate the formal Handovers 

from 2019-20.  

The evening will be a social 

event and dinner for us all to let  
our hair down, see old fFiends, 

and put on our dancing shoes. 

Bookings need to be confirmed 
by the end of the month for both 

parts of the day, but you can 

choose to attend both parts or  

just one of them. Please speak to 
District Officer Caroline if you 
need more information. 
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District Governor Lion Neil Martin 

 
MONTH TWO AS DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
 

DISTRICT CABINET MEETING 

CHAIRING my first Cabinet 
Meeting was a fantastic 
experience. It was not always an 
easy task, but I felt the input 

from all our Officers was 
excellent. Tough decisions where 
made, with plenty of dialogue 
and opinions shared. But as a 

Team we all made important and 
effective decisions.  

 

The reports provided by our 

Officers and Minutes from the 
Meeting are available from the 
Forum via the District Website for 
any Member to view. Cannot find 

a copy please ask your Club 
Presidents, Secretaries or Zone 
Chairs who will be happy to share 
these with you.  

 
BURY LIONS HANDOVER 

AGAIN, thank you to Bury for 

being part of your Handover 
Celebrations. It was a wonderful 
evening of celebration and was a 
delight to welcome new club Lion 

President Gary Edwards into  
office.   

I also enjoyed listening to Past 

Lion President and our newest 
District Officer, Zone Chair Lion 
Vivien Marcus explain the 
activities of Bury Lions over the 

last couple of years. This was 
topped off by the recognition of 
four fantastic Club Lions who 
received very much deserved 

Melvin Jones Fellowships.  
 
HYNDBURN CENTENNIAL LIONS 
CLUB COFFEE MORNING 

IN aid of Macmillan Cancer, Lion 

President Joan Clarkson hosted a 
Coffee Morning in thanks for 

Macmillian’s support during her 
treatment in 2019. Attending 
with my better half Caroline, we 

were welcomed with plenty of 
lovely cake, Lion Tony’s “Posh 
Coffee” and wonderful hospitality. 
Plenty of funds where raised by 

the donations given for the lovely 
cakes and refreshments. 
 
NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM 

MINE and Caroline’s first ever 

visit to the National Memorial 
Arboretum was an humbling 
experience. One of the highlights 

and reason for going was to see 
the Lions Shelter, donated by 
funds raised by Lions Clubs 
throughout the MD.  

The National Memorial Arboretum 
is a site of national remembrance 
at Alrewas, near Lichfield, 
Staffordshire, and was officially 

opened on May 16, 2001. 
Approximately eight years later, 
Lions from across MD105, which 
at that time included Ireland, 

raised over £30,000 to erect the 
Lions Shelter at the NMA and it 
was opened by our patron, HRH 
The Countess of Wessex, on 

September 11, 2011.  
I understand a very well 

presented report will be shared 
by our District Lions to learn 

more about the NMA and the 
Lions Shelter. Thanks to District 
Officers Lions Geoff and Pam 
Trevena for the report and to 

Zone 13 for their  contributions in 
helping keep the Lions Shelter 

clean, tidy and maintained for its 
visitors.  
 
RUGELEY AND DISTRICT 
CHARTER PICNIC 

MY first opportunity to officiate at 
a Charter Celebration as District 
Governor was at Rugeley and 
District. A fantastic concept of a 

Picnic in the Park was hosted at 
their local Ruby Club and Lions 
Club meeting rooms, in the field. 

 

The hospitality was so warm 
and welcoming, Lion President 
Debra and the Club Members 
kept us entertained by a 

wonderful musical rendition from 
their singer Lion Tony with 
classics from the 1960’s and 
beyond. Even “Sweet Caroline” 

made the bill. Thank you Rugeley 
for your hospitality.  
 
AN ESCAPE AWAY 

IN between all these activities we 
managed to fit in a break-a-way. 

Straight after the cabinet Meeting 
we packed our bags for a 
mystery tour. I pointed the car 
southwards and drove four and a 

half hours, 270 miles to Kent.  
 

A room in a lovely Inn was 
booked halfway down south and 

we had three lovely days away in 
Kent with visits to Brighton, 
Hever Castle and Windsor on our 
way home.  

 

This was followed straight back 
to an online meeting for Lions 
Brain Tumour Research on 

Wednesday and Bury Lions 
Handover on the Thursday. It 
was a action packed and 
enjoyable week. 

 

WE welcome the New Lions who have joined the Association recently, 
and they have joined the following Clubs: 
 

     FIRST  SECOND  
CLUB NAME    NAME  NAME  JOINED 
 

ACCRINGTON    Kelly  Prince  10/06/2021 
 
NEWCASTLE-under-LYME  Stuart  Monkman 04/06/2021 
 
NEWCASTLE-under-LYME  Mark   Litherland 04/03/2021 
 
STOKE-on-TRENT   Jennifer Dulson  27/07/2021 
 
STAFFORD    Claire  Bailes  07/06/2021 

  

        NEW 
     MEMBERS 
         AND 
 TRANSFERS
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LCIF is in constant need of Funding to help those less fortunate than ourselves 

wherever they may be in the world  
 

Please continue to support LCIF by giving regular donations  
 

Donations by Cheque should be made payable to LCI District 105 CN Charity  
and sent to the District Treasurer PDG Lion Tony Clarkson  

24 Fairfield Street, Accrington BB5 0LD  
 

Alternatively, they can be sent by BACS to  
Lions Clubs International District 105 CN, sort code 40-31-02, account number 

71376837 and please e-mail the Treasurer to inform him of the transfer and how it 
should be allocated  

 
Please contact Lion Tony for details: a-clarkson1@sky.com  

 
Thank you Lion Alan Dunn  

LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION 
DISTRICT 105 CN  


