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 BURY
 

BIRCHWOOD 

COUNTY COLLABORATION 

HELPING 
     OUR 

PARTNERS 
MEMBERS of Wirral Lions 

Club helping to collect for 

Marie Curie Cancer Care at 

Morrison's, West Kirby. 

Over the two day period 

Members of the Club 

h e l p e d  r a i s e  t h e 

magnificent sum of 

£499.22 for a most 

valuable Partner.  

Our thanks, as always, 
mu s t  g o  t o  t h e 

Supermarket and their 

very generous Customers. 
 

Lion Dave 

Forshaw 

WHEN a Project to support Hearing Aid Wearers across the county was put forward to 
Telford Lions Club they decided that — though they could fund it alone — it would be a good 

opportunity for Clubs from all across the county to work together to benefit the whole of it. 
 

Five of the seven Shropshire Lions Clubs agreed and as a result 1,500 pink boxes were 
handed over to Vicky Sadler, Deputy Head of Audiology by Lions from Ironbridge and 

Telford. Oswestry, Market Drayton and Whitchurch Lions also supported the scheme.  
 

Like Lions “Message-In-A-Bottle” the Pink Box Scheme is extremely simple, inexpensive 

and yet very effective.  
 

Its adoption has resulted in a dramatic drop in the number of lost hearing aids which is 
recognised as a significant problem in hospitals; aids get wrapped in a tissues and 

accidentally binned or tucked under a pillow ending in the laundry — clean but ruined.  
 

As well as the financial cost of replacement the patient concerned becomes cut off and 

isolated while a replacement is being sourced, having difficulty understanding what is told to 
them or asked of them. 

 



 

 

 

YET again this was a WOW of a weekend. 
 

Gradually, on Friday, February 21, a group 
of anxious and excited Candidates arrived at 

the Village Hotel, Dudley to be met by last 
year’s winner Siena from District A. Room 
found, settle in and begin to gel as a group 

straight away. 
 

The fun then began in earnest on the Friday 
evening where we had an informal buffet 
style meal and the Candidates then had to 

take part in an ice breaker activity.  
 

This year saw the return of the turtle 
racing! I am very happy to say that our 
candidate, Ethan Haynes-Thatcher won his 

heat and the Final! 
 

There was also a very entertaining game of 
Chinese Whispers! The candidates then 
pulled out their times for their interviews on 

the Saturday. 
 

Saturday morning came and the candidates 
with morning interviews then went bowling 
with Dudley Lions and the others remained 

to wait nervously for their interviews and this 
process was switched around after lunch.  

 

On Saturday evening, everybody dressed 
up smartly for the gala dinner. After dinner, 

the candidates worked hard selling raffle 
tickets and they decided that the proceeds 

this year would be donated to Siena’s 
Charity.  

 

The raffle raised £413.26, not bad at £1 a 
strip. This was then added to by the auction 

of raffle prizes which people did not want and 
by the end of the evening £1,100 was given 
to Siena. 

Then there was the entertainment! The 
candidates had not had very much time but 

managed to put together some Greek 
dancing and get the District Officers involved 

too! The disco then began. There was an 
interesting mix of the Cha Cha Slide and the 
Macarena. 

 
 

Then came the serious side of the whole 
weekend on the Sunday morning where Lions 
from all over the eight Districts came to the 

hotel to listen to the candidates give their 
three minute presentations about their 

community work and projects that they 
would use the £1,000 bursary for if they 
were successful.  

 

 
 

Once again this was an extremely humbling 
experience and I do not know where the 
candidates get the time to sleep!  

 

The winning candidate this year was Abi 

from District CW and Theo from District N 
won the Ship Shape Award (a very worthy 
winner as he is a Young Carer and had the 

whole room in tears when he told us that his 
Mum had almost killed herself a few years 

ago).  
 

Our candidate Ethan Haynes-Thatcher 

sponsored by Lichfield Lions did the District 
proud and we are extremely proud of him. 

You will hear all about Ethan’s wonderful 
work at our District Convention on March 14.  

 

If you want any further information for the 
Young Ambassador next year 2021, then 

contact District Officers Lion Kate Barlow at 
lionkatebarlow105bs@gmail.com or Lion 
Steve Brown at sbrown_uk@hotmail.com 

Young Ambassador Winner, 2020 

PICTURED (from left to right) District Officer Lion Steve Brown; 
Ethan Haynes-Thatcher and District Officer Lin Kate Barlow 

PICTURED (from left to right): Mayor of Dudley, Councillor David 
Stanley, Ethan and Lion Stewart Sharman-Khan, MD 105 Council 

Chairman 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LION Donald MacDonald MJF being awarded Past District Governor’s Lion Barry Collins’ Certificate of Appreciation 

DONALD was born in South Africa in 1932, the son of James 
Mearn MacDonald a Doctor from Inverness, who had moved to 
the warmer climates of Johannesberg as he had severe 
asthma, and Ellen Bella Higson, an art teacher from 
Manchester. Tragically Ellen Bella died from typhoid when 
Donald and his younger brother John were small.  

James MacDonald therefore asked his mother if she could 
look after his sons in Scotland so he could continue to work. 
However brother John reported that sadly she died on the 
journey and James therefore took the boys to Scotland alone. 

Donald reported he can remember being dunked in the water 
during the journey, when crossing the equator — a ceremony 
known as “crossing the line”, as well as African pirates shooting 
at the boat which was common place in those days. 

Donald and John moved around Scotland, however and 
eventually settled in Edinburgh to live with their auntie Bessie 
Wheelan, her daughter Lorna and husband John Wheelan, 
while their father continued to work. 

Donald and John really enjoyed living at the family home in 
Morningside, Edinburgh. My siblings and I enjoyed trips to 
auntie Bessie’s Victorian house and frequent holidays to the 
Scottish countryside when they were children.  

Donald and John attended the George Watson Boys’ College 
and Donald took his Scottish Highers a year early, and he 
started studying medicine at Edinburgh University when he was 
only 17, and he also enjoyed playing hockey there. John 
trained to be an accountant and Lorna a psychiatrist, and they 
both eventually settled in south London.  

Donald really enjoyed working at Edinburgh Deaconess 
Hospital and his rotations at the Blackpool Victoria Hospital and 
he eventually became a GP under the traineeship of their old 
neighbour Doctor Williamson and he was offered a partnership 
at Crescent Surgery after a year, and he progressed to become 
a senior partner, and Donald made great friends both at the 
surgery and the Victoria. 

Donald helped work as a clinical assistant in the cardiac 
investigation unit at the Victoria when they were short staffed, 
and he told me that one day a consultant told him he must do 
the next procedure, and in his own words before he knew it he 
was helping “run the place” as he put it and Donald also told 
me how at his own expense he travelled to St. George's 

Hospital in Tooting, London to watch pacemakers be put in. At 
St. George’s he learnt an internal method of inserting 
pacemakers, as previously wires had been left outside the 
body. With this new skill he helped move the practice forward 
locally, and helped set up the pacemaker clinic. Donald also 
really enjoyed research, on one occasion he had a paper 
printed in the British Medical Journal. The topic Is on 
“Hypodermic Mixoedema Coma”, which I can forward to 
anyone if it would be of interest!  

 

Donald met his soulmate Anita as a junior houseman and 
they married in 1958, and he had been a fantastic husband, 
father and grandfather and would bend over backwards to help 
family, friends or in fact anyone in need.  

 

As well as having a great sense of ambition, fun and humour, 
Donald was one of the most organised and informed people 
you would ever meet and his kind and helpful character 
ensured he became involved in many local Charities and Clubs 
including but not exclusively, Round Table, 41 Club, Lifeboat 
and Red Cross. He was also a Personal Trustee, and he 
enjoyed reading Audiotapes for the blind for many years, up 
until last year.  

 

Donald was instrumental in setting up the local Fleetwood 
and Cleveleys Lions International Club and participated in 
many Service Projects and fundraising activities on behalf of 
the Lions and he also enjoyed a game of golf, gardening, 
supporting Fleetwood Town and Blackburn Rovers and 
holidays away with close Friends and Family. 

He really missed his wife following her death last year and he 
did however find support and comfort from Family, Friends, the 
Church Community and Lions as well as the weekly pub nights 
with the “Sunday Crew” and his weekly lunches and shops with 
Kirsty and Andrew. 

Donald suffered a severe stroke just before Christmas, and 
the family fought hard for him to return from hospital to spend 
his final days at the lovely Alexandra Court Care Home (which 
he had enjoyed calling his home since last Summer) and we 
are really grateful for the wonderful care he received from all 
the Staff and also for Reverend Platt’s prayers and final visit 
the day before he passed away, as well as the support from his 
wonderful, church community. 

THE LATE DONALD MacDONALD, FLEETWOOD LIONS 



 

 

 

 

  Journey of Peace 
 

I LOOKED at a World in conflict. Who could help me answer a 
question, how can we solve the world’s problems? There seems no 
way as we fight each other in our neighbourhoods, Cities and Coun-
tries for so many reasons. How can we journey to save our forests 
and Oceans if we don’t have peace first? 

 

I looked at my City, Liverpool and wondered who could answer 
my peace question? I went to a City Gateway, Lime Street Train 
station, and in my mind asked the statue of the great entertainer Sir 
Ken Dodd, “how can we find peace?”  I felt he said “share laughter, 
laugh together, happiness is a key”. 

 

I looked up at the Liver Bird Statues, a symbol of our City at a 
Gateway to the Oceans. I asked “how can we find peace?” I felt 
they said to me “we can see across the world and time, we can see 
the Statue of Liberty. Many people look at what is different, not the 
same, find what is the same and come together there. This is a 
key”. 

I went to the statue of John Lennon and asked “how do we find 
peace?’ I felt he said “Give peace a chance. This is a key”.  I won-
dered, if just one person stopped and did just that, would others do 
the same?  Could I be that “mustard seed” from which things grew? 
Could my voice be heard? 

 

I went to the statue of Noel Chavasse, who sacrificed his life in 
the Great War winning the highest award for bravery the Victoria 
Cross, twice. I asked “how do we find peace?”  I felt he said “‘do 
what is right, help others. Learn from the mistakes of history we 
paid for in blood. Use your voice and strengths to tell others and 
help them learn. This is a key”. 

 

I stopped at the statue of John Hully, a founder of the modern 
Olympics. I asked him “how can we find peace?” I felt him say 
‘”sports are a way we can come together and celebrate what is the 
same, where we can have fun, keep healthy and make friends.  
This is a key”.   

 

My Journey to find an answer was complete. I looked at all my 
keys.  Although I am visually impaired I can lead the way, my voice 
can be heard, I can bring others together. I may not see you well, 
the colour of your face or the clothes you wear, but I can help the 
world find peace by my example.  

 

As Gandy said: “there is no pathway to peace, peace is the path-
way”, let me help lead you along that path by following my voice. 
Let us come together in things like music and sports as better ways 
to see we are just the same. It is from here we can work together in 
making a safer, better world. We all have the keys. 
 

Joseph Critchlow  Aged 13 
 

St. Vincent’s School for Sensory Impairment 
 

Liverpool, United Kingdom 

Essay Competition, 2019 



 

 

 

BARTON-under-Needwood Lions, together with 

mother club Lichfield Lions have been messing 

about in bins again. 
 

Following a recent request for a good-sized 

promotional bin for Spectacles Collection from the 

local library, Barton Lions put together the bin as 

shown.  

The Lions Logo and Letrafilm are supplied by 

Chichester Lions Club, and the bin came from a 

well-known Homeware store, all “expertly” put 

together by Lion Geoff! 

The Members of the Club (including the 

Tailtwister) are admiring Geoff’s handiwork! 

 

 

MESSING ABOUT IN THE BINS!! 

PICTURED (left to right): Lion President Judi Wring; Lions 
Pam Trevena; Sue Lawlor; Jilly Ritchie; Ivan Poole; 

Pauline Pomroy; PDG Steve Shields and Geoff Trevena 

CLUB EXCELLENCE BADGE 2018-2019 

 

STAFFORD Lions are very proud to have received the Badge For Club Excellence, 2018 — 2019. We enjoy 

working for our Community but it is a bonus to have that work recognised.  
 

Sunday was our annual Spring Afternoon Tea Party, where we welcomed Carers and their loved ones 

to spend an enjoyable afternoon with entertainment, good food, good company and a little bit of dancing. 
 

We would like to thank Amazon Rugeley for gifting the Bingo prizes and Lee Evans Butchers, 
Penkridge for once again contributing towards the refreshments.  



 

 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
105 CN 

LION JOHN CHAMBERS 

 

AS I write this at a time when I 

hope this finds you all well and safe, 

with loads of time to sit and read.  

So the month started as March 

should in like a Lion. We had storms 

and wind, rain and I was shooting 

about all over the District.  

First weekend I started in Penrith 

had a great warm welcome there 

then down to my own Charter in 

Llandudno and was blown away by 

the attendance.  

In places it looked like an Ice 

Cream Convention, but it was lovely 

to see so many of you that could 

make it.  

Then down to Ironbridge Severn 

Gorge where I not only went to the 

Charter, but saw some of the 

damage that had been caused by 

those storms.  

We have managed to secure 

grants from District and MD to help 

with the clear up of which the Club 

are leading the way with their help.  

After attending a couple of visits 

that week, we headed off to 105 A 

Convention, then off to Uttoxeter 

and Derby Charters and then we 

managed a day at home before 

making our way to the Houses of 

Parliament for UN day.  

Well attended considering that 

nearly all the trains had all been 

cancelled and was great to hear Joe 

our MD and International winner of 

the Essay Competition read his 

essay.  

Back home in time to pack that 

night for the best Convention of all 

105 CN in Liverpool. 

Well, we had an absolute 

marvellous time thanks to the 

Organising Committee and many 

others that helped fill the gaps in 

the programme as people had to 

drop out due to the restrictions as 

they started to come in.  

Those  t ha t  d i dn ’ t  c ome 

unfortunately you missed a great 

weekend but I am sure by next year 

when all this is over 2021 

Convention will be just as good and 

we can all get together for a big 

celebration of our District 105 CN. 

By now many of the new 

restrictions on movement and 

isolation have come into force, and 

we will have regular Bulletins for 

you to keep in touch during this 

time of crisis.  

We must all remember our 

Family, Friends, Neighbours and 

anyone you know, please stay in 

touch with them and some people 

may seem strong but they still need 

that telephone call, Skype or as we 

are suggesting try using Zoom a 

great free tool to keep in touch.  
 

For those not technically minded 

the telephone and while we can, for 

those a bit further away we still 

have the mail. Everyone likes a 

letter.  
 

We must all stay strong and safe 

and those of us that can still help 

with local groups fetching shopping, 

prescriptions or helping where we 

can.  

I know there are many that 

cannot help that way but you can 

still stay in touch with everyone. If 

we all do a little it means a lot. 

Please all follow the Government 

guidelines. Stay strong, stay safe, 

and look after yourselves and 

remember that besides helping 

others, ourselves and our Members, 

many might need help so stay in 

touch with each other, then when 

this is all over we can be there to 

h e l p  r e b u i l d  e v e r y t h i n g . 

Communication is good at this 

moment in time, we will get as 

much information to you all as we 

can. 

God bless all and stay safe. 
 

District Governor John  

 

MAY I start by thanking all that have given to my appeal 
Parkinson’s UK this year, you have all been generous and 
it is much appreciated and will be put to good use in our 
District 105 CN. 

 

I decided to support Parkinson’s Disease through a local 
partnership of Parkinson’s UK. Both myself and John, 
have negotiated that all monies raised, will be spent within 
the geographical area of District 105 CN, supporting 
people with Parkinson’s and Families who have someone 
suffering with this condition. 

 

Many of you will know that at present, there is no cure 
for this disease and that each person’s symptoms are 
different, but medications can and do help and enable 
many sufferers to lead reasonably long and productive 
lives. 

 

Every hour within the UK, two people will be given the 
news that they have this disease. It is a brain condition 
that turns Families’ lives upside down because of the 
many uncertainties that accompany it.  

 

 

They never know what the next day will bring. One day 
can be normal; the next and future days may bring pain, 
tiredness and lack of control over movement. This can 
result in everyday activities becoming more difficult, but 
with thought processes continuing to work normally, this 
quite naturally prove very frustrating for the sufferer. 
Medications can help tremendously with this. 

 

Unfortunately, like so many things nowadays, there is 
little support for this condition. Parkinson’s UK strives to 

provide the help and support required by both the sufferer 
and their Families by offering support groups, advice, 
Helplines and Carers.  
They actively work to raise awareness of this condition 

and give financial support to fund ongoing research. 
Many well-known people have or had Parkinson’s. 

Those best known to us all are Mohammed Ali, Michael J 
Fox and more recently Billy Connolly. The latter still 
performs on stage, though not as actively as he once did. 
Why have I chosen this Charity? Well in February, 2019 

my husband John, was diagnosed with this cruel disease 
but he still has all his faculties, I think, but he is not as 
active as he once was and he finds it annoying at times 
his body doesn’t do what he wants or thinks he can do, 
but the brain works at the same speed. 
John has recently volunteered to go on a programme of 

trials to try and find out what causes this disease and help 
look for a solution in the future. 
So I do hope you can help with a donation this year and 

every penny donated will go to help within the area of 105 
CN. Once again thanks to all those who have donated so 
far and thanks to all those who are holding events to 
support this great cause. 
Thank You. 

Lion Wendy Chambers District Governor’s Wife 
   
   
   

  

District Governor’s Partner’s Appeal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR’S e-MAIL ADDRESS IS: 
newsletter@lionsclubs105cn.org.uk 

 

DISTRICT WEBSITE:http://lionsclubs105cn.org.uk 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

TRAVELLING 
 

LION 

CLUB NAME                                               PTS     

 

STONE       55 
 

STOKE-on-TRENT      54 
 

BERT MASON INTERNET (LITTLE ORME)  41 
 

LLANDUDNO       27 
 

SOUTH MANCHESTER     22 
 

CANNOCK       21 
 

ELLESMERE PORT      13 
 

BARTON-under-NEEDWOOD    10 
 

NEWCASTLE       10 
 

LICHFIELD         8 
 

BEAUMARIS MENAI AETHWY      7 
 

STAFFORD         6 
 

SWADLINCOTE        4 
 

RUGELEY         1 
(Positions as at MARCH 31) 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi All 

MY congratulations to Llandudno for winning 

last year’s Competition. 

An impressive start to the new Travelling 

Lions Competition. I was going to say that now 

is the time to get some new Clubs to start 

travelling. 

I wish you all well and hope it won’t be too 

long before we are roaming again. 
 

travellinglions@lionsclubs105cn.org.uk 
 

Lion Pam Trevena 

LLANDUDNO 
Clare Forrester 
 
MATLOCK DERWENT 
VALLEY 
Marion Vessey 
 
NANTWICH 
Lauren Parry 
 
PRESTATYN and RHYL 
Barbara Barnes 
Geoffrey Erskine 
Jean Jones 
 

ACCRINGTON 
Stacy Walsh 
 
 
 

 

BRIDGNORTH 
Harold Harris 
David Whelan 
 

 
 
 
 

CHESTER 
Tim Molly 
Yvette Molloy 
 
 
 

 

 

KESWICK 
Eldon Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
WE Welcome the New Lions who have joined the Association and 
they have joined the following Clubs in District 105 CN: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Gift for  
Living  
NEEDS YOU  

THE Lions Clubs International “A Gift for Living” 

Trust is “OUR” Charity and has been working 

successfully in the countries of the Balkans for 25 

years following the series of violent conflicts that 

took place between 1991 and 2001. “A Gift for 

Living Needs YOU”.  

Even before the gunfire died down our Charity 

under the leadership of PID Lion Phil Nathan was 

there bringing out babies and with the support of 

volunteer doctors and nurses from England, 

Ireland and beyond, taking the first steps to help 

rebuild the medical infrastructure of this stricken 

society.  

Thanks to support from Lions of the Multiple 

District, well trained doctors and nurses are now 

successfully treating up to 500 babies and 400 

children each year.  

This project started to rebuild a devastated 

country, but it doesn’t end there. Much more 

needs to be done.  

A school in Sarajevo for some 300 children with 

a range of intellectual disabilities needs our help to 

refurbish and repair the kitchen that has been 

condemned as being unfit for purpose (currently 

no hot food) and to finalise the dental surgery 

project (currently no dental care or oral hygiene).  

Women in the University Hospital in Tuzla are 

relying on our help to finalise the surgical bed 

project that will give dignity and hope to those in 

need of modern gynaecological procedures.  

REFUGEE CRISIS. There are an estimated 

23,000 displaced individuals in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina fleeing someone or something, all 

desperate for a chance of a better life in Western 

Europe. Local Lions Clubs have limited resources 

but are supporting where they can. 

In November, 2018, “A Gift for Living” co-

ordinated a vision screening project in Albania. 

The target agreed with the Albanian Government 

was for 6,000 screenings. A total of 7,200 people, 

both old and young were screened. Two young 

girls were identified as being in need of surgical 

procedures which were successfully carried out in 

Novi Sad, Serbia, one year later in November, 

2019. Life-changing results for these two young 

girls.  

THE MAY ISSUE WILL  

INCLUDE  

CONVENTION 2020 

HELD IN LIVERPOOL 


